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IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

PENNSYLVANIA  CIVIL  DEFENSE  RADIO  AMATEUR  SYSTEM 

1.  Amateur  radio  can  play  a very  important  role  in  civil  defense.  For 
this  reason,  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  is  calling  all  Pennsylvania  Radio 

Amateurs  to  volunteer  for  duty  with  the  Pennsylvania  Civil  Defense  Radio  Amateur 
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System. 

2.  The  tentative  plan  for  establishment  of  the  State  Civil  Defense 
Radio  Amateur  System  calls  for  the  creation  of  two  net  systems.  The  first  will 
be  composed  of  a series  of  intra-county,  nigh  frequency  nets  primarily  designed 
to  carry  civil  defense  traffic  within  each  of  the  several  counties  of  the 
Commonwealth.  The  second  will  be  an  inter-county,  low  frequency  net  used  chiefly 
to  carry  traffic  between  the  three  State  Civil  Defense  Control  Centers  ( a master 
center  at  Harrisburg  and  two  sub-centers,  one  in  Southeastern  and  one  in  South- 
western Pennsylvania)  and  the  various  County  Civil  Defense  Control  Centers. 

(For  further  details,  see  material  enclosed.) 

3.  Both  to  find  out  which  Pennsylvania  radio  amateurs  are  interested 
in  joining  the  proposed  system  and  to  further  encourage  its  development  as  now 
existing,  the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense  has  recently  forwarded  to  each  of 

the  Commonwealth’ s 4,300  amateur  operators  the  following  material;  (a)  a letter 

| 

outlining  the  proposed  organization  and  calling  for  volunteers,  (b)  information 
concerning  the  preliminary  75  meter  organization,  (c)  information  and  instructions 
covering  the  radio  amateur  civil  defense  questionnaire,  and  (d)  two  copies  of  the 
questionnaire.  Copies  of  all  this  material  are  enclosed  for  your  information. 

4.  As  completed  questionnaires  are  received  from  interested  radio 
amateurs,  one  (1)  copy  will  be  forwarded  to  the  County  Civil  Defense  Director 
concerned  for  local  use. 

5.  Just  as  soon  as  it  is  known  how  many  persons  are  interested  in 
joining  the  Pennsylvania  Civil  Defense  Radio  Amateur  System  and  what  equipment 
they  have  available  for  use,  all  County  Civil  Defense  Directors  and  all  interested 
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amateur  operators  will  be  provided  with  further  information  and  suggestions 
covering  formal,  statewide  activation  of  the  system. 

6.  Those  County  Civil  Defense  Directors  who  have  not  already  incor- 
porated radio  amateurs  into  their  local  civil  defense  organizations  are  strongly 
urged  to  do  so.  Using  the  information  which  is  to  be  expected  from  the  question- 
naires reaching  your  headquarters  through  this  office,  it  should  be  possible  both 
to  build  an  effective  high  frequency  net  within  your  county  and  to  ’’tie”  it  into 
the  statewide  net. 
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Richard  Gerstell 
Director  of  Civil  Defense 
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